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VISIT TO THE 


RUINS OF BABYLON. 


{Concluded from ps 55.) 


A wasr court or area enclosed 
the remains of the tower that fub- 
limeft monument of the pait, {till 
rearing its fhattered summit to- 
wards the heavens. ‘This enclosure 
was scattered with “ masses of 
broken brick, tiles, and vitrified 
fragments, all silently eloquent 
of some former signal over- 
throw.”’ He found the shape of his 
huge mass of an oblong figure, 
and by taking the dimensions; as 
nearly as the dilapidated state of 
the outline would allow him to af- 
certain,he found itsextreme length 
atthe base 3082 feet, and width 
459 feet. The eastern face is 
cleven in the middle, into a deep 
ravine, and intersected furrows, 
channelled there by the descend- 
ing rains of fucceeding ages.— 
From the foundation of the whole 
pile to the base of the tower 
measures 200 feet, consisting of 
two ftages. The ruin of the tow- 
er is a solitary ftanding fragment 
of brick work, measuring in 
breadth 28 feet, and in height, 
from the bottom to its shattered 
top, 35 feet. The materials of 
masonry are furnace-burnt bricks. 
The cement throughout was lime, 
spread in very thin layers, and 
containing in the centre of each 
layer, a spreading of straw. This 
cement held the bricks together 
s0 firmly that the moft yiolent at 


tempts could not feparate them 
In seatch of bitumen, Sir Robert, 
found several unshapen masses 
of fine brick work—some entirely 
changed toa ftate of the hardeft 
Vitrification. He remarks— 
“In many might be traced the 
gradual effects of the consuming 
power which had produced so re- 
markable an appearance ; exhibit- 
ing parts burnt to that variegated 
daxk hue, seen in the vitrified mat- 
ter lying about in glass manufac- 
tories; while through the whole 
of these awful testimonies of the 
fire, ( whatever fire it was! 
which,doubtless,hu1led them from 
their original elevation, the regu-- 
lar lines of the cement are visible, 
and so hardened in common with 
the bricks, that when masses are 
truck, they ring like glass. In 
examining the bafe of the ftand- 
ing wall, contiguous to thefe 
huge transmuted subftances, it 
is found totally free from any 
similar changes; in fhort quite in 
its original fates hence I draw 
the conclufion that the confum- 
ing power acted from above, 
and that the feattered ruin fell 
from some higher poiat than the 
fummit of the prefent ftandin 
fragment. The heat of the fire 
which produced fuch amazing 
effeats, mult have burnt wish tes 
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force of the flrongeft furnace ; 
and from the general appearance 
of the cleft in the wall, and thefe 
vitrified masses, I fhould be in- 
clined to attribute the cataltrophe 
to lightning from heaven. Ru- 
ins, by the explosion of any com- 
buftible matter, would have ex- 
hibited very different appearan- 
ces.’ 

The bricks were cuneiform; 
(wedge figywre) about 4 inches 
thick, and 12 in length. Near 
the bottom of the pile he found 
immenfe quantities of bitumen, 
that from their appearance feem- 
ed to have been ufed in the foun- 
dation and lower parts of the ed- 
ifice, to prevent the ill effects of 
damp and water, to which this 
region was always liable, from the 
fucceffive inundations of the river. 
The bricks of Babylon are of two 
kinds, fun-dried and fare-burnt. 
Thofe which compofe the tower 
are moftly ftampt with three lines 
of infcription in the Babylonian 
character. The former kind is 
compofed of clay mixed with 
chopped ftraw, or broken reeds, 
to compact it, and then dried in 
the fun. Here, then, we trace the 
firft builders of Babel in their very 
executed work, ‘Go te, let us 
make brack, and burn throughly ;’ 
and alfo- find the exact fort of 
brick which the childreu of Ifrael 
made, during their bondage in 
Egypt: ‘And Pharach com- 
manded the tafk-mafters, and 
faid, ye thall no more give the 
people /raw to make bricks.’— 
From every accouat left us by 
hiftorians, of the fupereminently 
ftupendous ftructure of the tow- 
er or temple of Beius, we muft 
ieek it en the banks of the Enu- 
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phrates; and -of all the coloffal 
mounds which remain among 
its far-fpreading ruins, not one 
appears to anfwer fo fully, in 
place, dimenficus, and afpect, to 
all their pictures, of the tower, 
whether cailed by the name of 
Babel or Belus, as this li 
inhabitant of the defert 
according to Sir Robert, univer- 


fally to the prefent defcendant, | 


the fons of Iihmael, bv the name 
of Birs Nimrood. ‘The remnant 
of the captivity, ftill abiding 


“among the waters of Baby. 


lon.” call it Nebuchadnezzar’s 
prifon. 
The defign of thofe who raifed 


this mighty fabric could not have 77> 


been, as fome have-imagined, te 


open a way for themielves into: b 7 
‘i hey, in- xe 
“Tet us build usa @ 
city and a tower, whole top may 7 


the manfions of glory. 


deed, faid, 


reach unto heaven’ —a {trong ex- 


id s ‘- aM 
pretiion for extraordinary height. — 


Such phrafes are found in lar. | 
guage. (See Deut. 1. 25. andtx | 


1, and Dan iv. 22.) Jofephns 7 


thinks their defign was to railea | 
tower for they defence againit a) 
fecond tlood. But this opinion 7 


appears prepoiterous, from twa f : 


¥, 


reafons: Firf, they would not” 


: ‘ : Fee 
have felected a low plain for this) 


purpofe, but rather fome lofty) 
mountain.  Scecd, they had the) 
promife of Jehovah that the earth” 


jhould not be overwhelmed again) 


with water, and asa ratification oe 
of this covenant, he had fet hii 9” 
radiant bow fn the clouds. But 
their intention was plainly mam 


itett from their own Janguage— — 


let us make us a name, Jelt we be) 


icattered, &e. 


“ These words clearly fhows, thi!) — 


Paxton faysi- 
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their object was to tranfmit a 
name illuftrious for fublime con. 
ception and bold undertaking, 


to succeeding generations.” ‘To 
build the tower was not criminal ; 
but to do it fer an illuftrious 
name, or to thwart the defigns of 
Heaven, was daring and rebel 
Jious. Their language was con- 
founded, and the people disperf- 
ed; but the ruins of their rafh la- 
bors now ftand an awful mon- 
ument of the folly-of man and 
he jealoufy of the eternal God. 
Babylon rofe in grandeur and 
power, triumphed, declined and 
fell. Cities, however great and 
proud, crambled.‘at the word of 
the Almighty. But there ts a 
city which, hath foundations, 
whofe Builder and Maker is 
God.” 


-> +o— 
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*¢ 7 lay down my life for my fess.” 


IT is, without doubt thought, 
generally that our bleffed Lord 
Jefus was deprived of his life by 
his perfecutors, but ke fays “no 
rman takeih it from me, but I tary 
iT DOWN OF mysELF. I have 
power to /ay it down and I have 
power to take it again.” John x. 
18. What a peculiar regard Je- 
fus here manifefted for his flock 
while no man hath power to take 
his life he freely gave it up,a 
facrifice for their fins, and not for 
their’s only but for the fins of the 
whele world. Thus God hath 
commended his love to us ward, 
in that while we were finners in 
due time Chrift pizp for the un- 


Although he {uffered 
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himfelf to be led as a lamb for 


the flaughter, and the cruel 
band to nail his facred body to 
the crofs, and then rear it be- 
tween the heaven and the earth, 
yet they had no power over his 
life, for he faid he could pray to 
his father who would fend him 
twelve legions of Angels but asa 
facrifice was required, it bchoved 
him to fuffer, he faid ‘lo I come 
in the Volume of the book it is 
written of me to do thy will O, 
God.’ He was wiliing to fuffer 
the cruel torture of his wicked ace 
cufers and then when they had ex- 
erted themfelves, by doing 
their utmeft he was willin 
to * LAY Down ats LIFE that thefe 
very characters might have the 
offer of eternal life! Well might 
old nature rock to her centre, and 
the great lamp of heaven hide 
his refulgent rays when such a 
benignant friend of man fhould 
receive from maa fuch cruel treats 
ment. 





* It is obferved by thofe who broke the! 

of the malefactors, that fefus were alreacy 
dead, which caused them to marvel. Some- 
times thofe who were fafiened to the crofs 
lived long in that tordition, fome have ltv- 
ed nine days upon it. Eufeubius (lib. vii, cap, 
8.) (peaks of certain martyr’s in Egypt who 
were left on the crofs till they ftarved to 
death. 


CALAMITTES 


When a misfortune is impend- 
ing, I cry God forbid—but when 
it falls upon me, I fay, God be 
praifed. 


‘Calamities are friends ; (faye Dr. Young) 


How wretched is the man who sever meurn’d{ 

I dive fer precious pearls in sorrow’s ftream ; 

Not fo the thoughtiess man whe only grieves; 

Takes all the torment and rejeete the gain. 

(Inettimable gain ,) 1/ll raife a tax om my ce 
lamity, 


Sad reap rich compengtton frem sry pajae 
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For the Chriftian Herald, 
THE FREE SOCIETY OF CHRISTIANS IN PHILADELPHIA, 
Philadelphia, Auguf 20, 1829. 


Dear Brother F.—A @wniton having taken place between the 
Church with whom [I ftood connected in this city, and the “ Chrif- 
tian Church Mount Zion,” of Southwark, who were under cenfurc 
of a Chriftian Conference held fome years fince; it ts thought prop- 
er, that the brethren may know on what principles we have united, ~~ 
that the following correfpondence of the two Churehes which con- 7 
tain the fpecified terms of the union thould be publilked. 
have therefore authorized me to folicit you to give the following 
communication a place in your Herald. 


“ The Chriftian Church Mount 
Zion of Southwark, fendeth greet- 
ing, to the fociety of free Chrif- 
tians of Philadelphia and their 
Paftor, Elder Frederic Plumer. 

Brethren—we have always re- 
viewed with regret the unhappy 
circumftances that tranfpired in 
our fociety about eleven years 
ago, on account of which, togeth. 
er with the objections to our act 
of incorporation, we were highly 
cenfured by a Conference of the 
Elders and Brethren of the 
Chriftian connexion, held in New- 
Bedford in 1813; fince which 
time we have been deprived of 
the benefit of the fellowfhip and 
labours of the Elders and Breth- 

ren of the Chriftian connexion to 
our grief; and in eur deferted 
tate have been a prey to, and 
grofly impofed upon by impof- 
tors, who have come among us 
affluming the minifterial charac. 
ter, to Our great injury as a foci- 
ety. And whereas through the 
elapfe of time thofe difficulties 
have worn away ; and there be- 
ing but a few individeals that 
then were members remaining 
among us, agé they difapproving 
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a 
of thofe cenfurable things: and | 
whereas there @as never been any | 
perfonal difficulties between you | 
and us, and confequently that we 
know of no reason why we may | ~ 
not become one Church and peo. | ~ 
ple, except it is your objection to e 
our act of Incorporation. (But | — 


fhould there be any individuals 
in either church, that fhall claim 
a ftanding in fellowfhip, againg 
whom any one hath objections, it 
is hereby agreed that the fubject |” 
fhall have a full hearing in the 

prefence of the Church, before 7 
that perfou fhall be admitted to 77 
their claim of memberthip ‘with — 
us.) And whereas it is owr de- 
fire that we fhould be united 
with you as one Church, to be — 
knowy as the free foeiety of Chris 
tians in Philadelphia; and asa) 
Church of God, te have no oth! — 
er rule of Church government 

than the fcriptures of truth: we — 
have therefore, that there may bt _ 
no objection to a union on ow 

part, unanimoufly voted to lay — 
afide our act of incorporation i# 
toto, except it is in things apper 
taining to the fafety and fecurity — 
of the property of the Church— 


oP ae ee 
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And that the New-Teftament of 
our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, 
fhall be received as the difcipline 
of and fhall be the fole and ex- 
clufive rule for the admiffion and 
expulfion of members We there- 
fore tender you our falutation of 
Chriftian love, and cordially folic- 
And if you aequiefe 
herewith, we hereby authorize 
you to appoint the time when to 
come, and to occupy our Meet- 
ing-houfe, aad enjoy of right with 
us all the privileges thereof with 
the burying ground, together with 
us ; that we may be in fellowfhip 
with you, together with the E]- 
ders and Churches with whom 
you are in fellowfhip; that we may 
participate together in each oth- 
ers gifts and grace, to the mutu- 
al joy and edification of each othe 
er in the faith ef our Lord Jefus 
Chrift.” : 


Signed by order of the Chriftian- Church 
Mougt Zion, June 30, 1823. 


Wm. Laver Ch’m. 
JonatHan Davis, See’y. 


« The 
in Philadelphia fendeth greeting 
to the “ Chriftian Church, Mount 
Zion,” of Southwark ; wilhing 
them mercy and peace from God 
the Father and his Son Jefus 
Chrit. 

Brethren,—we haften to ac- 
knowledge the reception of 
your friendly Epiftle of the SOth 
ult, with your Chriftian falutation 
of love, foliciting a union with us, 
that we may become one Church 
and people. We truft that we 
duly appreciate the fentiments of 
peace and good will which are 
tendered to us in your letter, and 
would reciprocate them with e- 
qual joy as we recognize them 


an }, 7° 
neiety of Chriffians 


rcée f 
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in you. You preface your folic- 
itation, by obferying that you 
have always viewed with regret 
the circumftances which caufed 
your feparation from the Chrif- 
tian connection abouteleven years 
ago ; and confefs that fince that 
time you have fuffered greatly as 
a fociety, by impoftors afluming 
the minifterial character. We 
will remark that it has been 2 
grief to us to fee you give fo 
much place to fuch characters ; 
but as you have learnt wifdom by 
the things you have fuffered, we 
ought now to be fatisfied. You 
next remark, that as there are 
but a few individuals remaining 
with you, that were members 
when the feparation took place, 
and that they difapprove of 
thofe things; and as there are 
no perfonal difficulties between us 
and you, you know of no reafon 
why we fhould not unite except 
it is our objection to your act of 
incorporation. To this we reply, 
that there are alfo but two or 
three members with us that were 
concerned in the feparation ; and 
as things now are, you have right- 
ly apprehended that your act of 
incorporation jor the improper 
ufe of it,) is our main objection. 
Upon this you write, “ we have 
therefore that there may be no 
objection so a Union on our part, 
unanimoufly voted to lay afide 
our act of incorporation in toto, 
except it js in things appertain- 
ing to the fafety and fecurity of. 
the property of the Church ;” and 
that, “ The New-Teftament of 
our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrifi, fhall be received as the 
discipline of, and fhall be the 
fole and exclu “ve rule fer the aes. 
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miffion and expulfion of mem- 
bers. With thefe things we mutt 
agree, therefore our greateft ob- 
jections are removed. 

We alfo take it for granted that 
with the act, you are willing to 
Jay afide the name by which 
you are called in the act, and 
have it made ufe of only when it 
is needful to refer to the act; 
but to be called a Church of 
Chrift, or Chriftian fociety as you 
have expreffed in your letter, in 
the following words ;, “ it is cur 
defire that we fhould be united 
with you as one Church, to be 
known as the free faciety of 
Chriftians in Philadelphia, and as 
a Church of God to have no oth- 
errule of Church government, 
than the fcripturcs. of truth.”—~ 
Upon theie principles, contider- 
ing ourfelves free as a church 
from all names and difciplines ot 
fects and parties, but the {crip- 
tures and the name or names 
which they authorize us to be 
called by, we can freely unite.— 
Underftanding alfo that the Bi- 
ble is our only written criterion 
as to doctrine as well as to gov- 
ernment ; and that each member 
is free to think for himfelf in 
matters of opinion in religion, 
and that nothing fhould feparate 

-brethren but fin or unrighteouf- 

“nefs ; confequently that we are 
free to enjoy communion with all 
the Lord’s people. Upon thefe 
views brethren we accept of your’ 
Chriftian falutation and love, and 
acceed to your propofals ; trufting 
that under the aufpices of the 
great head of the Church, a laft- 
ing blefling and union may fol- 
low. 

As you have authorized us if 
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we acquiefe with your reqnef, 
to appoint the time hen to come 
and occupy your Meeting-hou’ 
&e. We-will obferve, that as 
this will form a new era with us 
as a Church, it will be proper for 
both Churches to mect to become 
duly organized as one body,— 
We therefore fubmit it to yor 
to appoint the time when we 
{ball meet you at ycur Mectirg. 
houfe for that purpefe.” 
signed by order of the Chriftlan fociety, 
Phitadelphia, July 4g. #823. 
Feeperic Prumer Pafor. 
Daniert Buzzer, Sec’y. 
July 10,1823. Thetwo chur. 
ches met purfuant to appointment 
and were duly orranized as one 
body according to the terms {tir- 
ulated in the foregoing corrct: 
pondence.—Farewell. 
Freperic Prumir. 
P. S. The-.attention to hear 
the preached word is great in 
all the circle of my travels in al- 
moft every direction in the soun- 
try areund the city ; and we 
truft that a goodly number have 
been made alive unto God of late; 
and the prefent profpect with us, 
is by far maore interefting and 
pleafing than any thing we have 
feen in thefe parts before. We 
have had feveral joyful times of 
baptizings of late; but we feel 


more anxious to fee people ad- | 


vance in a divine life, than in 
profeffions. 


— +o 


Proud men never have friends; 


neither in profperity, becaufe they | 


know no body ; nor in adverfity 


becaufe then nobody know them. 











































Se 


Pe 
Ee 


ee 


ee. 
ar; 


EOS 


= 
+ 


mar os 


wine eaten 


ine A 
ANS Poe 


ah 


ws eS ae 


iets 


oN 
5 ee 


Pe Mapsiate ee 


a 


Pg ees. 


gh 4 
AES 
* 


Baath " 
$ PRP 


Neem 
Pe ob is: 


5 


a ap ~ 
& Sete an 


+ 
Spe Wa 


fe aS 


£ 
eal 


» hip eg * 
gor 


ye ee 
ieee 


FIREONE 


mS 


Rey 
ren asta 
ae | 


~ 


~*~ 








+) Sateen Hee : 
ttt al ps Ca oki 


PN 





Christian 
For the Chriflian Herald. 


GENERAL MEETING IN CABOT;, VT. 


A Gewerat Meeting was held 
at Cabot, Calidonta county, Vt. 
Saturday 26th of July. Met ac- 
cording to appointment on the 
Weft hill in Cabot, in a grove 
wheie feats where prepared for 
the convenience of the people, and 
a {tand for the preachers. worfhip 
commenced at oneo’clock, P M. 
by prayer. Sermon by Elder Pat- 
ten Davis, from Matthew vi 9, 
10, 11, |2Qand !Sth verfes. Af- 
ter fermon a number fpake by ex- 
hortation in the fpirit, to the com. 
forting and edification of the dif- 
ciples ;then retired with the breth- 
ren to places of entertainment.— 
Fir day Morning 10 o’clock, 
Meeting opened by prayer, Ser. 
mon by Elder Rufus L. Harver, 
from 2. Peter iti 9. Afternoon 
firft fermon by Elder Patten Da- 
vis, from Deuteronomy xxxiit. 10, 
11,12. Secend Sermon by E]- 
der Edward B. Rollins, from 
Rev. xxit. 10, 11. And aftera 
number of powerful exhortations 
from a goodly number of breth. 
sen and Alters meeting clofed af- 
ter appointing another General 


Meetiny to be holden at Hard. | 


wick, the lat Saturday, and 
Lords day, in October next to 
‘commence at one o’clock, P. M. 
it brother Samued French’s new 
Meeting Houfe, where a gener- 
al attendence of Elders, and 


brethren is earneftly requetted ; 

and it is hoped that a number of 

the Elders, from a diftance will 

vifitus in General Meeting at 

Hardwick Aveuft 2d. 1823.— 
ke behalf of the Brethren, 


Marx Norris. 
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For the Chriftian Herald. 


Extract of a letter from Elder Da- 
vid Millard, to the Editor, dated 
Weft Bloomfield, N. Y. July 5, 
1823. 

ON true 21ft ult. about thirty 
preachers and a large number oi 
brethren affembled at Stafford 
Geaeffee County, for a General 
Meeting. A commodious ftand 
and feats were prepared in apleaf- 
ant prove, where publick exercifes 
commenced about 10 o’clock A. 
M. on Saturday. After finging 
and prayer to the throne of grace 
for a divine bleffing, a well adapt- 
ed fermon was delivered by El- 
der Philip Sanford, from Acts 
ti. 39 “ For the promife is unto 
you, and to your children, and 
to all that are afar off, even as 
many as the Lord our God fhall 
call.” Elder Joha Cheney im- 
mediately followed in a difcourfe 
founded on 1 Peter v. 5. “Like- 
wife, ye younger fubmit your 
felvesuntotheelder. Yeaallofyou 
be fubject one to another. and be 
clothed with humility: for God 
refifteth the proud and giveth 
grace to the humble.” Thefe 
difcourfes were liftened to with 
attention. 

After a fort intermiffion re- 
affembled when prayer was of- 


fered by Elder O. E. Morrill. 


‘Sermon by Elder Jofeph Bailey, 


from 2 Kings vii. 9. ‘We do 
not well: this is a day of good 
tidings, andijve hold our peace.” 
This fermon ‘was well adapted 
to the occafion, and was followed 
by fome fpiritual teftimonies from 
brethren prefent, after which the 
afiembly difperfed. Five meet- 
ings were attended in different 
adjoinine reiohbourhoods, at 5 


o’clock P. M. 
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1ft day, June 222 Aftera 
prayer-meeting of two hours, at 
10 o’clock A. M.-a fermon was 
delivered by Elder O. E. Mor- 
rill from 2Cor.v. 14,15. For 
the love of Chrift conftraimeth us; 
becaufe we thus judge that if one 
died for all, then were all dead ; 
and that he died for all, that they 
which live fhould not henceforth 


live unto themfelves, but unto 


him which died for them, and 
rofe again,” ‘This difcourfe was 
ummediately fucceeded by one de- 
livered by Elder Jofeph _ Badger, 
founded on Genefis xlv. 20. “ Al- 
fo regard not your ftuff: for the 
good of ail the land of Egypt is 
yours.”—Intermiffion one hour. 
Sermen by brother David Mil- 
Yard from Ps. lxwaix. 15, 16. 
‘¢ Bleffed is the people that know 
the joyful found; they fhall walk 
© Lord, in the light of thy coun- 
@nance. In thy name fhall they 
rejoice all the day : and in thy 
ighteoufnefs fhall they be exalt- 
.=—Foliowed immediately by 
Elder Elijah Shaw on Rom. xv. 
20. ‘ AndI am fure that when 
I come unto you, I fhall come in 
the fulnefs of the bleffing of the 
gofpel of Chrift.” * After fing- 
ang and prayer the meeting clo- 
fed in a folemn manner. Many 
feft the ground rejoicing, while 
others mourned that they had no 
part or lotinthis matter. Meet- 
ings were again in different 
neighbourhoods, af 5 o’cloek P. 
M. Some of them were very 
powerful, while ftrong indica- 
tions were given that good would 
refult from the meeting. The 
civility and good attention of 
the numerous congregation who 
attended on the fabbzth entitles 


them to the wasmelt. refpect as 
weil as to our intereft in the pray. 
ers of the faints for their prefent 
and eternal welfare. ‘he exer. 
tions of the brethren and friends 
refiding in the piace to provide 
entertainment fer the many who 
reforted from abroad, alfo enti. 
tles them to our warmelt pratj- 


tude. May they be richly re- 
warded at the refurrection of 
the jult. 
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From the London Jewith Fxpoftor. 


PASSAGE OF THE RED SEA. 


Extract from a Leiter on the pa/- 
fage of the Red Sea, by the Chil. 
dren of Ifrael, in their rout from 
Lgypt to mount Sinai. : 

[Continued from p. 72.) 

The facred text expresfly in- 
forms us, that the [fraelites reach- 
ed the oppofite fhore at three in 
the morning. They matt there- 
fore have begun their march be- 
tween fix and feven in the even- 
ing, which is after fun fet, fince it 
was in the equinox of March.— 

This time would have been am- 

ply fufficieat for the” paflage, 

which. is-perhaps a little more 
than five, and decidedly much 
under fix leagues. Allowing 
for the mixed multitude of wo- 
men, children, their numerous 
herds, and heavy baggage, it 
might poflibly occupy that time. 

But affuredly thas time is amply 

and abundantly fufficient. 
Before the hofts of Ifrael enter- 

ed the bed of the fea, they prob- 
ably drew up in a broad front of 
three or four leagues—each tribe 
marching in its columns; whilft 
as they advanced a hot and dry 
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P-wind from the Lybiam defert, dii- 


ed up the fea before them, and at 
three in the morning the ey arriv- 
ed in the wildermefs of S.ar.— 
‘The army thusdtvided into tribes, 
each marth-lled into its .retpece 
tive houfes and families, and 
inarching moa regular order, 
‘ om prefent a broad front of 
wo or three leagues in extent.— 
In iront, Jofephus affure >s US, 
their venerable law-giver led ihe 
cody, reafluring the multitude, by 
firt attempting himélf this un- 
heard of paffage. Next to him, 
the facred depofit, the bones of the 
patriarch Sofep?, was accompan- 
ied by princes of all the tribes of 
his brethren, who had fworn to 
take them back to the land of 
their forefathers, and to depofit 
them in the fepulchre of therr 
anceftors at Hebron ; where they 
lad feveral centaiies before plac- 
ed the remains of his brethren. 
Then followed the hots of Hrael 
m their srefpective columns, 
marching in order, and with per- 
tect eafe; the moon being now 


at the full, and giving in that dry 


alin: ute a light infinitely brighter 
and more-ferene than in ours.— 
Their march was alfe illuminated 
by the lofty pillar of fire which 
followed the camp as its rere- 
ward ; and which towering to the 
very heavens, filled the whole 
horizon with light, and was re- 
flected far and wide, upon the 
vait expanse. ‘The ftrand on 
which they trod was hard, frm 
and even; yet not rugged, and 
imerf{perfed with abundance of 
fofi green plants. A large army 
with all thefe circumftances in its 
favour, might eafily march fix 
leagues in feven or eight hours, 
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I now proceed to the iat cir 
cumftance of this miraculous pai- 
fage.—-Pharaoh, I have before ob- 
ferved, mu have encamped. be- 
hind the mountain cf Baal-Zeph- 
on, in order to cut off the only 
chance of efcape towards Suez. 
In this pofition. etpecially after 
evening was clofed in, he could 
not diltinctly discern that the fea 


“opened, and that the troops of 


the Lfivelites were already filing 


off. Secure in the idea that the 
Hebrews were completely hem- 
med in and kad no poffible chance 


of éfcabe, Pharaoh, we are told 
by Jofephus, defered all thoughts 
of attacking them till the morrow, 
and only thought of letting his. 
troops reft. fiom the fatigues of 
their forced march, that they 
might be refrefhed again the 
next day’s rencounter. | 

Night came on, and we may 
fuppofe the Ifraelites to have 
made confiderable progrefs whee 
at length the motion of fiach an 
immesse multitude of men, wo- 
men and children, herds and bag. 
gage, redeubling on. all fides, was 
heard by the Egyptians. Phara- 
oh’s firft idea muft have been 
that notwithftanding the undue 
hour and the utter S mpothbility 
of effecting their efcape. the Ifra- 
elites, urged by neceflity, had at- 
temped to gainthe back of the 
mountain of Baal Zephon ; a de- 
file through which fcarcely twen-. 
men could alk abreaft, but 
which offered the only chance by 
which any individual of the hofts © 
of Ifrael could hope te efcape to 
Suez and tell the tale of his 


flaughtered brethren, Pharach im- 
mediately founds the alarm, rous- 
es hs Qeepiag treops; and re 
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folves to purfue the [fraclites 
wherever they might bend their 
courfe. His orders were no 
fooner iffued than the Egyptians 
prepare to execute them with all 
pofiible difpatch. A very con- 
fiderable time, however, Jofophus 
informs us, (Jos. Antiq. lib. ii. 
chap. 7.) elapfed before they 
were ready to-fet out. And in 
the very nature of the circum. 
ftances, it would appear that it 
muft have beenfo. Six hundred 
armed chariots was to have been 
prepared, and fifty thoufand hortc- 
men had to go and fetch and get 
ready their horfes, which were 
piqueted in the plain. For there 
alone they could have found fvod; 
finee it would have been utterly 
impoffible to encumber themfelves 
with forage on their torced march. 
Two hundred thoufand intantry, 
raoft of them afleep, had alfo to 
be rouled, drefféd, armed, and ar- 


ranged beneath their ftandards. »- 


All thefe preparations could rot 
fail to occupy a very confideza- 


hle portion of time ; aud Jofeph-. 


us accordingly informs us that it 
did fo. However this may be, 
Pharaoh fat out with this prodig- 
ious armament. He foon per- 
ceived that the voices of the mul- 
titude before him, 


but towards the fhore: and im- 
agining that fear had abfolutely 
diftracted the hofts of Ifrael, and 


led them in the depth of defpair 


to plunge themfelves into inevi- 
table death ; they haftened their 


march, in order,, by preffimg on, 


thew rear, to complete their ab- 
folute annihiliation. At leatt 
fuch is the account of Jofephus. 
Meanwhile Pharaoh rapidly ap- 


conducted: 
them, not tewaids Baal Zephon, 
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proaches tlic fhore. When thy 


eat angel of the covenant, why 





had hitherto marched in a pilly 


Hrael, now fuddenly traifporte — 
it to the rear, and by a new prod. 
igy, the very fame pillar, whic 
fhed a bright light over all th 
camp of the [fraelites, over all th 
expanfe of waters—and over t!y 


whole forward horizon ; prefers, 


ed a black and menacing colum 
of varied clouds to the Egyptiany 
and enveloped in darknefs and iy 
denfe milts. and fog the whol ~ 
backward horiz».n toward Phar. 
olx and his army. Pharach be. 


wildered in a darknefs that igh 


be felt, no longer diftinguith 


longer difeerns the road he 
about to take. Elec hears indeed 
the voice of a mingled multitué 
before him ; the bleating of flock; 
the lowing of herds, the rumbiing 


ofhe.vy baggage, and the tramp. 


line ot many. feet. He is ther 
affured that his fafety cannot h: 
endangered by following where 
they lead the way, 


ftraight towards the found ; hi: 


cavalry, as Jofephus declares, tak. 
ing the lead, the infantry ficceed. 


ing, and the chariots clofing the 
rear ; til; without perceiving it 
the whole army enter the bed i 
the fea, and are fully hemmed in 
between the double wall of {us 
pended waters, 

Many. perfons have here fup. 
poled that a miracle was necefly 
ry to prevent the Esyptians from 
discerning the fofty and oazy bet 
of the occean: but this is net a 
all requifite. I have myéelf ex 
amined the bed of. the. Red %& 
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wo: +. Chriftian 
en this very fpot, with the the 
fole view to the miraculous paf- 
{ave of the children of Ifrael, anc 
can fully declare, that it is in all 
refpects fimiiar to the. plain of 
Bede, and only prefents a cone 
tinuation of the fame firm, even 
iand without the leatt mud or 
ooze, and thickly  interfperfed 
with foft green faline plants.— 
In fhort, it is in no refpect what- 
ever, different from the plain cu 
which they had encamped the 
hight before. Hence the Egyp- 
tians,.enveloped in datknels, and 
eager in the purfuit, could not 
diflinguifh. where the plain ter- 
minated, and the bed of the fea 
begin. And when at length the 
diittance muft have convinced 
thern that the water was unufual- 
ly low, they fti!l, Jofephus in- 
forms us, concluded themfelves 
in perfect fafety, whilit preceded 
by the hofts of Ifrael. Hence 
they marched. forwards with all 
diligence till near the fourth 
watch, that is, till near 3 o’clock 
in the morning ; towards which 
time the rear of the army of the 
Hebrews was about to gain tlie 
oppofite fhore. 

The God of Ifrael, who till 
that time had only. declared‘ him- 
felf againit Pharaoh, by the thick 
darknefs which’ enveloped: his 
army, now at once diffipated that 
darkness, and unfolded the -treas- 
ures of his wrath. The miracu- 
lous column opens, and fhoots 
forth a blood red and baleful fire, 
Thunder, whirlwinds and temp- 
efts, burft from its portentous 
womb; and vivid lightning, in 
long and reiterated fheets, or in 
pale and livid flafhes, fhow the 
terrified hofts of Egypt the full 
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extent of the impending darger. 
Their horfes become unrrly, and 
the terrfied infantry in vain feek 
to efeape from the trampling of 
their cavalry ; whilft the chariots 
overthrown and unmanageable, 
completely hemmed them in be- 
hind. God hears throughout the 
army of Egypt horror and dis- 
may. Pharach in the laf con- 
fternation, beholds the waters ot 
the ocean fu’pended like th 
yawning jaws of huge mountains, 
ready to clofe on him upon eith- 
er fide, and to fubmerge his army 
both on the left and on the right. 
He fees no chance of efcape but 
in a precipitate fiight. All his 
hofts, feized: with the like panic, 
flee in difmay, crying aloud, 
“Flee, flee, from Ifrael! the 
Lord fights for him and againft 
us !” But it was no longer time 
—the iniquites of Pharaoh had 
attained their utmoft verge. The: 
hour of mercy was paft, and that 
of judgment.was at hand. The 
laft rank of the army of the He. 
brews had gained the fhore.-~. 
The Lord: commands, and at the 
words of his voice, Mofes ftretch- 
es forth his wonder-working rod; 
and the mountains of waters de- 
fcending as a cataract, rufh' to- 
ether to unite their clofing 
floods. The roar of mighty wa- 
ters, the thunders of heaven, the 
rebellowing of ftruggling temp- 
efts, the pircing fhrie ‘the en- 
gulphed: army, amidft warring 
winds and waves, complete the 
fignal and tremendous cataftro. 
phe. After.and interval of dread. 
fuspenfe to the Hebrew army, a 
death-like filence fucceeds. Day 
begins to break, and the aftonifh- 
ed multitudes of Ifrael who line: 
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the thores, fee the firft bright 
beams of the morning fun imile 
npon a clear expante of peaceful 
wave. They could scarcely be- 
lieve the reality of the aftonifh- 
iag miracle which had jult beer 
wrought in their favour, did not 
the fea covered with the bodies of 
their enemies and the wrecks of 
chariots floating at the mercy of 
the waves, bear the fpoils of the 
Egyptian holts even to their feet 
on fhore. Then, penetrated with 
the moft lively emotions of grati- 
tude and awe at 2 deliverance fo 
mighty, fo tremendous, and. fo 
unheard of. and ftupendous ; the 
whole hoft of Lfrael, with all its 
mingted multitudes, with one ac- 
cord; burft into that noble anthem 
of praife, 

“SI will fing unto the Lord, for 
ne bath triumphed glorioufly ?” 
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Fiam Zion's Herald. 


P EXTRACT. | 


[ would invite the attention of 
my brethren and fathers. for a 
moment to this fubjecr. Could 
we-.more profitably fpend one 
hour in a week, than in commnu- 
nicating to our friends at large, 
through the medium of the Her- 
ald, the fuccefs of car labours— 
memoirs of eminent chriftians 
who have died triumphantly—re- 
markable providences—-moraland 
religious eflays, original or felect- 
ed—remarkable initarces of con- 
verfion or fanctification—-or wha‘- 
ever we judge would be mott ac- 
ceptable .and profitable. to the 
chriftian publick ? 

Some of my brethren who are 
young, or whole literary advan- 
tages have been {mall, will fay, 
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“Fo am ts writer.” Twill fay 
Demottheaes was no orator, un- 
til great exertions and unwearie<: 
diligence made him one. Dr. Blair 
fays, “they who are learning to 
compofe and arrange tlieir ‘tea. 
tences with accuracy and order, 
are learning, at the fame time fy 
think with accuracy and order.” 
7. think in this manner we all 
agree is of val importance to a 
minifer of the gofpel. Perhaps 
then wecannot fo well emlpoy our 
time in any other way, us by de- 
voting a part of it to writing.— 
If not. one page in ten of our firt! 
efluysare fit to be pubdlithed, “ver- 
batim et literatim,’ yet we raay 
have the coniolation of thinking 


that we arn. Some who'muk: 
the above excufe, ar: the veiy 
perfons in poficflion ci the mof 


‘ ; Va AS > 6 RE SS get ae 
V iluable aha imerciting infor TY. 


4 
tion. 


can’t talk eth 2 pen, do as Mo. 
fes did, get Aaron to fpeak for 


you. Paulemptoyed Tertius t: 
write the epiftles to: the Romrant 
At any. rate, my. brethwen, le: 
the world know what the Lord 
is dotag around you: Are no! 
many. timers. enquiving what 
they muft do to be faved ; many 
young converts happy in God; 
many believers united, engaved, 
quickened and refreffed’ by th 
prefence of the Lord—then let us 
hear of it.. This is jolt what we 
wilh to hear. Tt is a duty you 
owe to God; to your brethren, 
and to. precious fozls in genera’, 
to tell of the wonders of redeem- 
ing grace. For the encourage: 
ment of my brethren, I will fay, 
there has been nothing publifhed 
in the Herald fince it’s ‘eftablifh- 
yuent, which Aas been more ct 


I weuld fay to fuch, tf you | 
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as. __— Sesot.t 
tertariuiag ani agrecabie te ms 
° 3 > 
than the letters from the preach- 
ero; and this is exactly what all 
our friends have iu . whom | 
have heard fpeak on the fubject. 


Asa fubfcriber for your paper, 


and as a mem ber od t@2r commu. 
nity Wooly cafe it fo honorably 
defend. I do feria uily hanpe, 


that our preachers, members aad 
friends, will not. be wanting on 
their part to aan the > columns 
and extend t lation of phe 12 
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ISTEAN-S CONT IDENCE. 


ay 


HE CHR 
( dna Exiract.) 

ee are the trophies of infi- 
ty Wiyit coaverts has ihe 
made from the watks of humble 

taking ¢liriitianicy? 
Where are the men whofe 
partment hid evinced rheir. af- 
“actions placed onthings above, 
crat have afterw. uds entifed in- 
-o her rank? where was the man 


vho had in health 6 COTs 


i a 


ys 
de- 


alth evinced u 
refpondence fixed-with heaven,” 
th. it in fickness Hed to the confo- 
lations of Paine or of Hume, of 
shafisbury or of Bolmgbroke? 
Wy hea was there an initance of 
an individial who had in Hie re- 
lied for falvation on the blood of 
the atonement,-that in death 
wifhed to exchanze the ground 
of his confidence. fora any or for 
all the fupports ot infidelity 2 — 
Or without reforting to fo fevere 
a telt, we would onty afk, where 
was there a min in whom that 


. 


Rely transformation Wwheth the 
gofpel deferibes had been effect- 
o4, that was moved from the fted- 
f4a'tnels of his faith by all the ar- 
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and have adorned) chribanity 
BO wighy “ania, * iy a 
We ifpeak not of ‘the men ow ha 


all thie 


furnithed weth weapons 
for intellectual. wartare, have 

reeul dy 1 jenlen. 06 ee Te 
wielded them. with as powerful 


an armas ever fell to the lot of 
the proude:t champion of, irreli- 
gien, and to whom capacity 
ot intellect, extent of eruditton, 
and protoundnefs of original in- 
ve tigation | havea fined the molt 
con fpreade riches in the temple 
of tame. [tis not to thele men 
Wwe peben when we afk for the tro- 
phics of intidelity. We refer to 
the paor, the dliterate, the unree 
fined, with whom we are fome- 
times told in feorn the ranks of 
chritianity are filled. In a con- 
teft with fuch nita where the in- 
tcilectual fuperiority) 1s; wholly 
on the fide of infidelity, what 
conqueft has. fhe ever, made? 
Where was the man who “ knew 


~and only knew his Bib!etrue.?— 


that was ever made to pait with 
it, for all that the could give him 
in return, 

It is a. moft interefting . {pecta- 
cle to witnefs a man of common 
fenfe, but. of fincere and | hamble 
prety, hemmed in by a company 
of feeptical .affailants. At ome 
time you fee him ngutralize their 
arguments by a reference to 
principles which they cannot but 
allow. At another he moderatas 
the vehemence of their onfet by 
an appeal to the confcience - @il] 
flumbering in their bofoms-— 
And whilft they are this maii- 
cioufly {triving to wreft trom him 
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that hope which he prizes dear- 
er than life, could you ferutinize 
his heart, you would fee him 
looking up to Heaven for wifdom, 
aad fervently fupplicating that 
they might be made converts to 
that religion which he feels to 
be true. And at laf, they 
baflle him by reference to hittor- 
tcal fact which he is not prepur- 
ed to meet, or if they bewilder 
him in the maze of metaphiiical 
fubtility, whilit he revrets his in- 
ability to anfwer them, his confi- 
dence in the verity of the gof- 
pel remains unfhaken as before. 
They have only fkirmifhed a- 
round the eucworks; they -have 
yet not approached the citadel 
of his faith. They cannot fee 
why, and perhaps he cannot tell 
them why, but fome how or oth- 
er, not one of their blows his 
truck upon the tock on which 
re{ts the foundation of his belief. 
And if by feme*artifice of unu- 
fual fabtility, his faith be for a 
moment beclouded, and the 
gloomy fuggeftion brood over 
his mind that the gofpei may af- 
ter all be a fable, he no fooner 
retires to his clofet than the illu. 
fion vanifhes. When asa hum- 
ble penitent he draws nigh unto 
God in confidence.on the blood 
of the atonement, he feels that 
his Bible is true. He has attain- 
ed an elevation from whence he 
ean behold far beneath his feet 
the mifts which: fo. lately envel- 
eped him; and. though perhaps 
even now his eye cannot pierce 
them yet he no longer doubts 
whether the fun has rifen for he 
feels the chilly dampnefs. which 
benumbed him, fuddenly difpell- 
ed, and beholds the broad beams 








Flerald 





of the luminary of day, reflecte} 


from’ mountain and -trom mead.” 


ow, from woodland and from 


waterfall, in every variety of hue, | 
and with every combination gf 
lovelineis. 

it muft.certianly be a queftian | 
of intere‘t, where has this prin 
ciple ot belief been depofited in | 
fuch perfect fecurity from every 
mithle of infdelity? In wht 
manner ts 1t fo entwined around 
the very foul of the believer, that 


it cannot be wrefted. from é 
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until you.can change the: nature 
of man, or blot from creatien ey. 
ery evidenee of the attribntes of — 

God? What is this. tailifma | 
which, with more power than_ q 
was ever attributed to magic, ren.” 
ders the pious man impenetrable 2 
to the whole armour of {fcepti- 4 
cfm? What is the new name) © 
written in the whiteftone which- 


Ss Given to every one. that believ- 

eth, and which no man under.” 
ttandeth faving him-who receiv 

eth it? 
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From the Chriftian Re, ifler. 


GENESIS.. 


This is, undoubtedly, the mot 
ancient book in the world. It is. 
almolt univerfally. agreed that the 
author of this and the four fol- 
lowing books commonly called 
the Pentateuch, was Moses; a 
man of very extraordinary char- 
acter, who was educated in the 
court of an Egyptian prince, and 
acquainted with all the branch- 
es of learning taught in_ the 
{chools of Egypt. 

Confidering how long the  Pa- 
triarchs.lived, the hiftory ef facts 
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which he relates came down to 
him threugh to few hands, as 
to leave no room to fatpect ther 
authenticity. On thefe accounts, 
this book claims peculiar. atten. 
tion, feparate from the contfider- 

tion of the writer’s peihge under 
the. influence of the iToly Spirit, 
without which, the true: hiftory 
of the creation.could never have 
been known: 

This book though ¢subtlefsim- 
tended for the genera informa- 
On of elanitind, feems to- have 
been written more particalarly 
for the tmitruetion and advan- 


tage of the Jewtih- people ; ;.L0 pres. 


vent their complying with the 
Ko! atry of other mavons, abd pre- 
ferve their entire dbedlunice to the 
divine law 5.25 well: as to lower 
that pride and vanity which the 

were ever prone to indulge, an 


account of their being the pecu- 
liar people af God; in whien 


views many things in. it. appe 
peculiarly, beantiiul. 

Genzfis, which is the name it 
bears in the Gieek Septuagint 
tranflation, fignifies generation ; 
and it is fo called, becauie it re- 
laies the hikory of the generation 





# Adam livea $6 years after the death of La- 
mech. who ¢ived 95 years after the birth of 
Shem, who lived §2 years afters tne birth of 
Jacod-. Levi, the whird fon of Jacob, was the 
grandfather of Mofes, and though we are vot 
told whe age of Jacob at the birth of Levi, 
yet as Jacob waa 52 years old at the death 
of Shem, it isnot impoffibic that Leviwasa 
contemporary with Shem. But admitting that 
Levi was boin afger the death af Shem, even 
then it appears that the traditionary knowl- 

:dge of the Creation, which Mofes poffc ified 
and recorded, did not nec. arity pafs through 
the hands of but five perfons, viz Lamech, 


Shem, Jacob, Levi, and Jochebed, the dat ugh- 
*er of Levi, and mother of Mofes- 
The flood took place in the year ef the 


world 1656, five years after the death of La- 
mesh, 


‘he father of Noam—Ed. Chr. Reg, 
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or beginning of the heavens ané 
the earth, the production of man, 
and the genealogies of the patri- 
ares. 

This hitory bezins about 4000 
years before Chri?, and euntains 
a& peri od of 2365 ye: irs, or there. 
abouts. The account of the cre- 
ation, with which it commeuces, 
cannet reafonahly be fuppoted, 
as it hath been by fome, to relate 
to the univerie at large, but, at 
mit, to. the folar feftem, and 
principally to our world. And 
though it be granted that the B:- 

le was not intended to teach 
men natural philofophy, we muft 
fuppote, if we believe i its civine in 
fpiration, that what it relates, is 
agreeable to truth and the nature 
of things.—Grion. 
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From the ChitNian ‘ ceretety. 
ENTENTIOUS. 

When I fee a Minilter of the 
gofpel oppofed to any pious Lay- 
man’s eftablifhing religious meet- 
ings in his parlih, or endeavour- 
ing to awaken che people of. his 
charge to diligence and. prayer, 
I tear that he would be oppofed 
to a.revival, if it did, not come 
through his inftrumentality ! 

When I fee a profeflor of re- 
ligion caring. little or nothing 
about religious publications,which 
convey the interelting news of 
Immannel’s conquefts, of revi- 
vals, &c. I fear he takes but lit- 
tle- intereft in the Redeemer’s 
caufe ! 

When I fee an impenitent mar 
exrelefs, and faying that if he 
would he cannot beeome pious ; 
I tell him that he never wil] ye- 
tt] he makes an effort !. 


- 
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VNUAL CHRISTIAN 
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AGREEABLE to appoint 
the Elders and brethren compo. 
fing the U. States General Con. 
ference, met at Affonet en Thurf 
day, the 4th day c: Sept. 1823, 

There were prefent, Elders, 
Mark Fernald, Daniel Hix, Ben- 
jamin Taylor, Simon Clough, Ab- 
ner Jones, Mofes How, Childes 
Luther, Reuben Potter, Dexter 
Bullard, George W. Kilton, A. 
mos Babcock, Peter Young, Elias 
Sharp, Alfred Buraham, James 
Burlingame, Charles Morgridze, 
John Spore, j jr. John L. Peavey, 
Jefe ‘Thompfon, Ata Allen, 
Henry Brow n and T>benezer 
Robinfon, 

Wnordained Preachers, George 
Pierce, - George H. Wightman. 


The Canference was organi- 
zed as fellows, 

Chole Elder Danie] Hix, Chief 
Speaker. 

Chofe Robert Fofter, Scribe. 

The following is among the re- 
felves agreed upon at the Confer- 


ence. 

Agreed that all unordained 

Preachers and thofe who are in 
ood ftanding, may have a feac 
m this Conference. 

Heard reporis from the New- 
Hampbthire Conference ; the New 
York weltern and eaftern Confer- 
ence, the Connecticut Conference, 
with an addrefs from faid Con- 


ference. 


Agreed that we earneftly re. 





MELTING. 


queit our brethren who form Cor. 
ferences to report annually, each 
refjective Conference, either by | 
letter or meflenger, or both, te | 
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of the U. S. for the information 
and bene&t of the brethren, and 
that the publick may know whe 
are in fellowflnp with the con. 
nexion ; and that fach pretenta. 
tien fhould contain the names of 
the preachers, and the Churches 
and places where located. 
Agreed, that we approbate 


& * 
fiiter Harriet Livermore, lil Vie 
iting the Churches, aad impreoy- @ 


ing ‘her gift among them. 


Agreed that the prefentation ©] 
from the Maflachufetts Confer. | 
ence be accepted, and that they | | 
be received into fellowfhip wiih” 
the General Conference cf — 
U. S. 
Agreed to approbate Robert | 
Fofter, the Sec’y of the United 
States Conference of tke chriftian 
brethren, in publifhing a -hiftory 
of the rife and progrefs of the 
Chriftian Society 
States, and we hereby requeft the — 


xy a 


the United ~~ 


preachers in the connexion fhould — 


farnith him with fuch information. 


as may be wanted to complete 


faid work. 


Agreed, that the next U. 5 
Gen. Ann. Conference, be holden 
in Dutchefs county, if 
the State of N. Y. on the If. 
Tkurfday and Friday in Sept 


7 


on 


«! 


r 








“pext. Thetwo following days, 
~ fo be devoted to preaching. 

- Adjourned to the next U. S. 
' | Ponference. 


ae Roper? Foster, a 








aa : 
. | The gieateft harmony prevail- 
aed during the fitting of the Con- 
“Ference 3 each one teemed anxious 
















by : ‘fe r 
ce fo promote the good of the caule. 

~e. g nthe evenings, the Preachers difperfed in, 

aCe ' ‘i 9 difftrent towns, to preach the word of life. 

On ia 

mu > GENERAL MEETING. 

OO F 


> The Publick Meeting commen- 
) eed on Thurfday evening. Ser- 
» | mon by Elder Charles Morgridge. 
An this difcourfe, he treated much 
en the longfuffering of God, and 
mony {poke with much engaged- 
nefs. It appeaerd evident that a 
. _  plefling was about to be experi- 
enced in this General Meeting. 
| Friday, A. M. Sermon by 
der Ebenezer Robinfon, from 
“Matth. v. 6. “ Blefled are they 
hat hunger and thirft after right- 
“| eoufhnefs, for they fhall be filled.” 


ite 






' Way this falutary difcourfe be 
_ _bieffed to the hungering and thirf 
ty foul, who heard with attention. 
d . PBM.A good difcourfe was 
fn ~ delivered by our beloved broth- 
} er, Elder John Spore, jr. from 
@ the State of N. Y. 
t _. Evening by Elder Barnabas 
Bates, from 2 Timo. i. 10.— 
+ # But is now made manifelt by the 
_ ‘Mppearing of our Saviour Jefus 


Chrift, who hath abolifhed death, 
‘and brought life and immortali- 
| %y to light through the gofpel.” 
| The fubjects of death being 
» abolifhed,andrhat life and immor- 
tality was bronght to light in the 
golpel, was elucidated in a con- 
cife and Juminous manner, cal. 
culaged to enforce itfelf home to 





Qhrtfiian Berald. 


93 


the underftanding and hearts of 
an attentive audience. We could 
with for this difcourfe that we 
might publifh it entire. 

Saturday Sept. 6 A. M. 
Sermon by Elder Simon Clough, 
from John i. part 23d ver. 

“TI am the voice of one crying, 
make ftraight the way of the 
Lord.” 

In this difcourfe the preacher 
witnefled himfelf to the con- 
fcience in the fight of God. He 
urged the neceflity of repentance, 
and noticed two pretexts for de- 
laying conviction. 

1 The firft drawn from the 
part of God. : 

2 The fecond from within ours 
felves. 

The firft pretext noticed, was, 
that we accufe God of withold- 
ing from us the fuccours neceffa- 
ry to enable us to quit the un- 
happy ftate in which we live. 

The 2d pretext of the dilatory 
fiuner is, the want of grace to per- 
form God's requirements. 

2d he noticed the objections 
drawn from within ourfelves. 

The Lit pretext urgéd, is that 
of age. 

The young generally imagine 
that the pleafures of raligien are 

not at all united to the gay fports 
of their juvenife years, 2 the 
paffions. ‘The 3d objection, a 
fear that we fha!l not hold out if 
we fhoud enlift on the fide ef 
religion. The futil&y of these 
objections were then goticed ina 
warm and pathetic manner.— 
The impreffion made by thts dif- 
courfe we thiuk are not foon to be 
forgotten. 

P. M. Sermon by Elder John 
L. Peavey from Acts iit. 19.—. 
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‘Repent ye therefore and be 
converted that your fins may be 
blotted out, when the times of 
refrefhing fhall come from the 
prefence of the Lord.” The 
zeal and engagednefs with which 
this difcourfe was delivered, e- 
vinced a mind truly devoted to 
God; and the clearnefs with which 
the fpeaker’s views gyere exhibit- 
ed, was truly falutaty to the hear- 
ers. This difcourfe was follow- 
ed by an addrefs full of interett, 
by Elder Daniel Hix, and anoth- 
er addrefs to the feeling, and the 
heart, by Elder Mark Fernald. 

Saturday evening, fermon by 
Elder Jefe Thompfon, from Col- 
i. 28. * Whom we preach, warn- 
ing every man, and teaching ev- 
ery man in all wifdom; that we 
may prefent every man perfect 
in Chrift Jefus.” This difcourfe 
was fpiritual, quickening and 
comforting. 

Lord’s day, Sept 7. Sermon 
by Elder Abner Jones, from 
Matt. xxiv. 27. “ For as the 
lightning cometh out of the eaft, 
and fhineth even unto the wett, 
& fhall the coming of the Son of 
man be.” : 

In the beginning of this dif. 
courie, the fpeaker obferved that 
the fubject matter of his difcourfe 
would be majcfty, power, glory and 
fieal decifion ; which he brought 
to view in the following particu- 
lars. 

! The character noticed in the 
text, as he then will appear. 

2 The circumftances which are 
to attend his coming. 

3 The objects of his coming, 
and the importance of the object, 
which was, to judge the world. 

in the 2d particular, after hav- 


ing defcribed the glory which 
was to attend his coming to judgp 
the world—the fpeaker fubmi. 
ted the following queftion to the 
unbeliever, “are you willing 1 
be parted from this glory”? to which 
he added © and be placed on th 
left hand at Chrif’s coming ? The 
manner of its reception on the 
heart we cannot defcribe, more 
than by faying, that it was receiv. 
ed amidit attending folemnity 
and tears. As many will read 
this who heard it alfo, it may re. 
vive fome of the fame impreflions 
that were then experienced, let 
fuch pray that the impreffions 
may terminate in lafting convic. 
tion and genuine converfion. 

In the 3d particular he drew 
the mind to the Judgment and 
adverted to the cup of wrath 
which the wicked fhould drink, 
and clofed by offering the cup of 
falvation, inan affectionate and 
impreffive manner. 

P. M. Some folemn and 
weighty reflections were offered 
by Elder Elias Sharpe, after 


which, Sermon by Elder Mark & 


Fernald, from Ephefians ii. 6, 7. 
** And hath ratied us up together 
and hath made us fit together in 
heavenly places in Chrift Jefus, 


that in the ages to come he might 


fhew the exceeding riches of his 
grace, in his kindnefs towards us, 
through Chrift Jefus.” 

He noticed 1 the eharacter 
raifed up, 2 what they are to be 
raifed up to, 3 and that in the ages 
to come, he might fhew forth the 


‘ riches of his grace. 


In fpeaking of being raifed up, 
he prefented a lively view of the 
fituation in which the Jews con- 
fidered the Gentiles, and fpoke 
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of the railing wp of wie Gentiles 
form that diftinetion, and made 
an application of the idea to the 
diferent denominations among 
Chritians, and obferved very em- 
phatically, that thefe contentions 
the Lord, confidered as a 
{moke in his nottrils and a fire 
that burneth ail the day long.— 
He fpoke of our being raifed up 
from thoie earthly things that 
worketh death, to fet together in 
heavenly places. He _ torcibly 
imprefied the necefity of fhowing 
forth the riches of graee. 

In the evening, the meeting 
was devoted to exhortation pray- 
er, xc. Some. good exhortations 


'. were deliverd, fome fervent pray- 


ers were offered and many mourn- 
ers manifefted their defire for fal- 
vation, prayer for whom, clofed 
this interefting meeting. 


During the days the Confer- 
ence fet, fome one or more of the 
Elders, repaired to the meeting 
honfe to meet with and preach 
to the people. 

Our Brethien from a diftance 
came like clouds full of rain; 
the intereft which our preaching 
brethren from N. Y. touk, in at- 
tending at this meeting, and the 
good {pirit with which they feem- 
ed to be actuated by, in promot- 
ing the interefts of the good caufe 
of relizion, was viewed with live- 
ly emotions, and pleafing antici- 
patrons. 

For this meeting and the inter- 
eling difeourfes which were de- 
delivered to be pafied over with- 
out being more than commonly 
noticed, I think would be un. 
pardonable, and recret that it was 
not practicable to have noticed 
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them more fully, which would 
have been done, had the lively mn- 
tereft excited, been anticipated. 

The kindnefs of Ebenezer 
Pierce Etq. and the inkabitants 
of Affonet, in receiving thofe who 
attended the meeting, the ur- 
wearied exertion to make rhem 
comfortable and the hearty wel- 
come with which they were re- 
ceived to their houfes, reflect the 
highelt credit on themfelves and 
fail not to produce grateful rec- 
ollections for fo much kindnefs 
and attention. 


CIRCULAR ADDRESS, 
FROM THE Gth GEN. CONFERENCE. 


THE VW. S. Annual Confer- 
ence, now afiembled, at Freetown 
Ms. to their dearly beloved breth- 
ren of the Chriftian connexion 
fend, Greeting. 

Grace mercy and peace, from 
God the Father and from our 
Lord Jefus Chrift be multiplied. 
Dear Bretbren.— 

We have the pleafure to an- 
nounce to you that our prefent 
affemblage has been been under 
aufpices pecultarlyencouraging,in 
as much as it has been eminently 
diftinguifhed by the prefence ofthe 
great head of the Church. . The 
gathering of the Elders and breth- 
ren from various parts of the coun- 
try, did not fail to revive the 
moft pleafing emotions, and to 
praduce reciprocal expreffions of 
chriftian love and fellowfhip.— 
Our numerous meetings for pub- 
lick and private worfhip, have 
afforded refrefhings from the 
prefence of the Lord. The doc- 
trine of God our Saviour has 
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dropped from the lips of his mef- 
fengers, as the rain; his {peech has 
diftilled as the dew, asthe {mall 
sain upon the tender herb, and 
as the fhower upon the gra{s.— 
Saints have been quickened and 
comforted, while the attention of 
earelefs finners has been arreit- 
ed by the marvellous difplay of 
God’s power. This feflion of 
the Conference has been intereft- 
ing to members prefent, and it is 
devoutly hoped that the refult of 
its deliberations will promote the 
devout interefis of Zion. Re- 
ports from thofe State Conferen- 
ees, which were reprefented, were 
animating, aad calculated to ex- 
cite unwearied endeavours, to ad- 
vance the kingdom of God among 
men. By reference to thefe re- 
ports it will be feen that the 
preaching and fufferings of our 
dear brethren, and fellow-labour- 
ers in the miniftry, have not been 
in vain in the Lord. Like Her- 
alds difpatched from the court of 
heaven—many of our preachers 
have gone forth, and the interpo- 
fition of Elijah’s God, has remov- 
ed from their path thofe formi- 
dable barriers, which threatened 
to impede the fteady and ygnde- 
Viating march of truth. New 
Churches have been conttituted, 
others have been vifited by the 
fuper-abounding grace of God.— 
Numbers of our brethren, who 
have fhewn themielves approved 
of God, and workmen who need 
uot to be afhamed have been 
feperated to the holy work, where- 
unto God has called them, de- 
ring the vear paft. Others have 
juft entered upon the arduous du- 
ties of the gofpel miniftry. 

In tendering to yon our heart- 
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felt congratulations ca the prof, 
perity of our common caufe, qj. 
low us to exprefs our regret, 
that from feveral local Confer. 
ences no return has been receiy, 
ed at this feflion of the Genera} 
Conference. You, our brethrey, 
cannot be infenfible how highly 
importantit is that you are duly 
reprefented, and that we ar 


broeght intimately acquainted § 


with your conditions ; and we in. 
dulge a hope that it will be no 
lefs pleafing to you to commuai- 
cate, than to us, to receive this in 
formation. Let it therefore, be 


diftinctly underftood that wi 


earnefily requeit thofe brethren 
who form themfelves into Confe. 


rences to commuuicate, /ea/onabl 
either by letter or meflenger, the 


pames of the preachers, and their 
refidence, with the Churches and 


their refpective localities, which)” 
compofe fuch Conferences. Wel 
rejoice that fome of the local Con 


ferences have recently directed 


their attention to furnifh all th 
Churches with preaching by ftim.§ 


ulating fach Churches to contrib. 


ute, according to their ability, to 


the fupport of fuch approved 


preachers as fhall vifit and preach)” 


among them. 


We would earnefily reccom: : 
mend the courfe to be purfued by§ 


all the Churches in the connexion, 
that the word of the Lord may 
not we hindered, but have fret 
conrfe, run and be glorified. 


The preacher who gives himfel 
“ wholly to the miniitry,” wheth 


er by travelling and preaching 


extenfively, or by taking the over 


fight of a particular Church ot 


Churches neceffarily fubjects him: 


> q 
felf to creat expence, which fhoul 
§ ? 
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be defrayed by thofe who pro- 
fefs to love Aeaven more than 
carth, unlels providence has plac- 


§ ed him ina (ituation, not,to re- 


quire the benevolent contribution 
of his brethren and friends.— 
Vill our dear brethren ferioufly 
confider this fubject. May the 
Lord incline your hearts to co-op- 
erate with us in all things, per- 
taining to the kingdom of God. 
Be of good Comfort, and let our 
prefent prefpereus and animating 
fuceefs, inftead of exalting us in 
pride, by which others have fallen, 
lead us to humility and to pray 
fora deep work of grace in our 


' fouls. O brethren, how animat- 
| ing is the thought, that the day 


is fwiftly coming, whea we, 
through grace, fhall be gathered 
from the eaft, weft, north and 
fouth, to fet down in the kingdom 
of God, to go no more out. 


—sS+ oOo 


AT the U. 8. Conference, the 
following Addrefs was received 
from the Connecticut Conference 
which we Publifh as many would 
undoubtedly be glad to hear from 
that Conference. 


To the U. S. Gen. Chritian Cone 


ference. 


Dear Brethren. —OQOne more year 
has nearly elapfed fince we had 
an Opportunity to be reprefented 
to you as a body over which you 
have an acknowledged advifory 
jurifdiction Our condition as a 
Conference arifing from circum- 
tances truly painful, with which 
you are not unacquainted, has 


been critical, and the word of life 


has not had thar free courfe, nor 
have the Preachers found that 


affectionate door opened, that 
otherwife might have been_ex- 
pected ; the confequence has been, 
that many have been {cattered, 
others have made fhipwreck of 
their faih. 

But we witnefs with delight, 
and thankfgiving to the great 
difpofer of events a new feene ; 
the clouds begin to dilperfe, their 
appears a general attention to 
the things that concern eur peace. 
In Coventry there has been 2 
great work of God ; many have 
been added to the Church of 
Chrift, in the Church over whom 
Elder Brown now prefides ; fome 
have been added te the Church 
m Afhford and Hampton, and 
generally there feems to be an ear 
to hear the word. 

Meafures have been adopted 
to fet in order thofe things that 
were wanting, all which is re 
fpectfully fubmitted. 

E. Bapcer, Standing Scribe. 

of Conn. Cow. 


— 2+o-— 


FROM BUCK’S ANECDOTES, 


Phil. 1.21, 22. For me to liec 
is Chrift, and to diets gain. But if 
Z live en the flefh, this ts the fruit of 
my labour: yet what I fall choofe 


I wot not. 


THE Celebrated William Ten- 
nent, died 1777, aged 72. The 
following is a fuitable illuftratios 
of the text for this day. 

When Mr. Whitefield was faft 
in America, Mr. Tennent paid 
him a vifit, as he was pafling 
a New-Jerfey ; and one 
day dined, with the other min- 
ifters, at a gentleman’s houfe.— 
After dinner Mr. W, adverted to 
the difcylties attegding the gof- 
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pel miniflry ; Jamented that all 
their zeal availed but little; faid 
that he was weary with the bur- 
dens of the day; declared the 
great confolation that in a fhort 
time his work would de done, 
whens he thould depart and be 
with Chrait; he then appealed to 
the miniiters if it was not their 
great comfort that they fhould 
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tree, and complaining, Matte iim 
the fun is very hot, and the 
ploughing hard, lL am_ weary ¢ 
the work you have appointed mg 
and am over-done with the hey 
and burden of the day. Da 
Matter let me return home, an( 
be difcharged from this hard fe, 
vice ?”——-what wo #1 1 fay? why 
that he was a lazy icliow, thatil 


was his bufiaels to do the worl 
that L had appointed him, until! 
fhould think fit to cali him home! 
The pleafunt manner in whid 
this reproof was adminiftered 
rather mereafed the focial han 
mony cf the company: who be 
came fatisGed that it was ver 
potlible to err, even in defiring 
with undue earneftnefs “to de 
part and be with Chrift, whid 
in diseli is far berter’”’ than tore 


go to rett. They generally af- 
fented, except Mr. T. who fat 
next to Mr. W. in filence; and 
by his countenance difcovered 
but little pleafure in the conver- 
fation. On which Mr W. tap- 
ping him on the knee, faid, Well 
brother Tenrent, you are the ol- 
deft man among us, do you not 
yejoice to think that your time 
is fo near at hand, when you will 
be called home?” Mr. T. blunt- 
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ly anfwered, “I have no wifh 
about it.” Mr. W. prefled him 
again; Mr. T. again anfwered, 
** No, Sir, it is no pleafure to me 
at all; and if you knew your du- 
ty, it would be neneto you. If 
have nothing to do with death, 
my bufinefs is to live as long as 
I can—as well as I can—and to 
ferve my Mafter as faithfully as 
I can, until he fhkall think proper 
to call me home.” Mr. W. fill 
urged for an explicit anfwer to 
his queflion in cafe the time of 
death were left to his own choice. 
Mr. T. replied, “I have no 
choice about it; I am God’s fer- 
vant, and have engaged to do his 
bufinefs as long as he pleafes to 
continue me therein. But, now, 
Brother, let me afk you a queft- 
tion. —What do you think I 
would fay, if I was to fend my 
man into the field to plough ; and 
ifat noon 1 fheuld go to the field 
and find him lounging under a 


raain in this imperfect ftate, and 
that itis the duty of the Chrif 
ian in this refpect to fay, “ Alf 
the days of my appointed tim 
will 1 wait ull my change come’ 
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Goop Apvicr. 


Let us fo order our converfae 
tion in the world that we maj 
live, when we are dead, in th 
affections of the belt, and leav) 
an honourable te&imony in thy 
confciences of the worft. Let uh 


opprefs none; do good to all 
that we may fay when we die, 
good Ambrofe did, I am neithe 
afhamed to live, nor afraid t 
die. 


OO 


Let it be our firft object tod 
our duty, and notto be vél} 
anxious about any censure, b! 
that of conscience. 
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From the Chriftian Secretary. 
Pray For*Me. 


YE heralds of a Saviour’s love, 
) Weac'er ye bend the willing knee, 
‘yo afk for bicflings from above, 
Oh! pray for me 

Me, a poor wanderer from the fold, 
of Him who died on Calvary, 
i'm to a crucl matter fold. 

Oh ! pray for me. 


Ye saints who daily knee! before 

The altar of the family, 

) Whe Aimighty’s bleflings to implore, 
Gh ! pray for me. 

For I could once fweet comfort find, 

When [ could bend the fuppliant kace, 

But now I’m almoft deaf and Diinc, 

Oh, pray for me, 


Deaf to the gospe!’s joyful found, 

Blind tothe gries which you fee , 

In fatan’s heavy chain I’m bound, 
Oh pray for me. 

+ And sll who ne’er from Jefus fray, 

Whate’er your name or calling be, 

@h! when you bow the knee te pray, 
Oh ! pray for me. 

EDWIN. 


—=<I +o 


From the London Chriftian Guar- 


dian. 


BALAK AND BALAAM.— 


Numbers, xxiii.—-xiv. 


Upon the hill the prophet ftood, 
Kimg Ba ak in the rocky vaie ; 
Around him like a fiery flood, 
Fiathed go the fun his men of mail. 


*Twas morn—the guilty facrifice, 
Sent up its ruddy flame to heaven ; 
Still on the Prophet rurned their eyes, 
Nor yet the fatal curfe was givens 


*Twas noon—the flame was fecble now, 
Was dricd the (cven-fgld aitar’s plood 


And wrath was gathering fierce beicw 
Among the haughty multitude. 


*T was eve again the fame arofe, 

The curfe was on the apoitaic’s tongue ; 
He lidened where the mighty foes 

To heaven thcir evenaig anthem fung, 


Fre faw their camp like endiefs clowds, 
Mixec with thvhorizon’s diftaat biue, 
Saw on the plain their marthall’d crowt's, 

Heard we high ftrain tae ¢ rumpets bicw. 


A fudden fvirit on him came, 
A fudden light was in his eve, 

His tongue was toughed with hallowed flame, 
The curser (welled with prophecy, 


** How fhalll curfe whom God hath b'eft, 
With whom he dwejis, with whom tal’ 
dwelj ?”’ 
Ye fmote his pale hands o1 his break ; 
“Then of thou bleft, O IMracl !” 


Come down deceiver” cried the King ; 
** | bade thee curfe not biefs my foes ;”" 
A fhaft was laid upon the fring; 
The Prophet from the duft arofe, 


§* Be {frael cursed,” was in his foul, 
But on kis lips the wild words died ; 
He lingered, till on Lfrael @ole 
The night; again the curfe he tried, 


A whirlwiad from the defort ruthed, 
Reep thunder peated around the hill; 

King, prophet, multitude were hufhec, 
‘The thunder paufed, the blaft was ftiil. 


Broad in the caf, a new-born far, 

On cloud, hill, defert, poured ite blazo. 
The prophet knew the fign afar, 

Aud on it fixed his thuddering gaet. 


#* T fhall behold Him, but not now ! 

I thall behold Him but not nigh ! 
He comes to lay th’oppreffor low, 

Te criumpa, weep, forgive and dic. 


** All power is in his glance ; the world 
Is duit beneath his trampling heel ; 

The thunder from his lips is hurl’d, 
"She heavens befere his prefence roel, 


**He comes, a ftranger to his own, 
Wath the wild bird and fox he lies, 

Is taunted, fettered, fcourged, undong, 
& wanderer liyes, and ovecaft.dics! 
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@ Proud ifrac) e’cr cuy diacem 

What blood fhall for his blood be poured ! 
Ungii that orb agatn fhall beam, 

Again Jehovah be thy Lord !” 


' ’Phe Prophet ceaa’d in awe, the Star 
Rofe broader on the boundieis plain, 


Chrifian Heraid. 


Flafhing on Balak’s marfhaM'd war, 


VOL bf 


Oa mghty Ifrael’s farthe® vanc ; 


And founds along the midnight Bowed 
From Ips of more than mortals gives; 

‘Till ta the central cope it glowed, 
Then vanified @ the heights of heacen. 





Government of the Tongue. 

‘It is related of one of the an- 
cients, that a man without learn- 
ang came to him to be taught a 
pfalm. He turned to the 39th; 
put when he had heard the firft 
verfe of it * I faid I will take heed 
to my ways, that I fin not with 
may tongue ;” the man would bear 
no more, faying, this was enough, 
if he could practice it ; and when 
the inftructor blamed kim that 
he had not feen him for fix 
months, he replied, that he had 
not done the verfe; and forty 
years after, he confeffed he had 
ween all that time ftudying it, but 
had not learned to fulfil it. “If 
any man offend not in word, the 
fame is a perfect man, and able 


to bridle the whole body.” 





EXTRACT. 


Religious inftruction fhould 
not be imparted as a tafk. We 
fhould under a delightful convic- 
tion of the holy beauty of religion, 
speak of it as not only effential to 
the fafety of our fouls in a future 
world, but as indispenfable to re- 
al felicity in the prefent world.— 
Mofes commanded the Ifraelites, 
to teach their children God's re- 
quirements “ whilft fitting in the 
houfe or walking by the way, when 
lying down and when rifling up.” 
woe in the ftrong figurative lan- 

of Eaftern rhetoric he alfo 
added, « and thou fhall bind them 
for a fign upon thine hand, and 
they fhall be as frontlets between 
thine eyes. 


ORDINATIONS. 


a, 





At Cohecton, Steuben, county, 
N. ¥. onthe 16th ultimo, broth 


er STEPHEN D. Buzzer, wale 


fet apart to the work of the mip 
iftry asa Paftor. Elders Oxia 
True, Osanian E. Morritr andl 


Davin Millard, laid bands oF 
him. An appropriate ‘ermal 


was delivered on the occafion, by ie 
from) 3 
“Son of man, 
made thee a watchman wi) 


Elder O. E. Morrittu, 
Ezek. iit. 17. 
have 
to tke houfe of [frael: therefor 
hear the word at my mouth anf 
give them warmng from me. 


The feafon was folemnaz and i inter) 


elting. — Pa: lladium. 
rey APPOINT. MENTS. 


~ GENERAL MEETING: 





A General Meeting is appoiti, * 


ed to be holden at New Chef 


aa os* ae GQ whem Om hCUe 


N. H. on the ift. Wednefday aly k 


Thuriday, in Oct. next. 


Massacuusettrs Comper enct - 


THE Maflacbufetts Chriftia 9f1 


Conference is appointed to li 
holden at Fairhaven, in the Log. 
Plains Meeting-houfe, on Wel 
nef{day and Thurfday, the is 43 
and 16th of Oct. next. Preai 
ing to commence at 1-2 oat 
o’clock, on each day. 


The next N. H. General / 





Conference and Gen. Meeting! 


appointed to be holden at B 
cawen, at Welterly 
Houfe, on the 2d. Wedneldy 
and Thurfday in June nest 





Meee 


